


Foundatlon. Send a $50 check made out to "Toys for Tots Foundation" to
Major Bill Gr€in, MarineToys for Tots Foundation, P.O. Box 1942 Marin€
Corps Base, Quarrico, VA 22134.

VorldPerks members can also donatc mil€s ro Norrhwesr's Kidcares pro-
gram. Created in 1999, the programprovides travel ro children 18 and under
(plus one adult)who are unable to receive the needed medical trertment in
rhei. home area. Th€ Kidcares prog.am accepts mi lcage dooations onl6 no
mon€tary donarions. 800-328-2881, www'nwa.com

You can parricipate by donating your unused frcquent flier miles to the
ilal(e-A-tfbh Foundatlon. The foundation uses abour a billion miles a year ro
help make the wishes of seriously ill children come trDe. 800-722-9474,

Responsible Toui Companies
lvotld Wildlire Fund: This is one ofthe largest conservation organ izations and
hosts wildlife-watching tours rhroughour rhe world. An 8-day cruise ro
Alaska on a 54-passenger ship travels along th€ southeast coast: View
humpback whales, hike through forests with naturalists, and watch bald
eagles along Glacier Bay Narional Parki starts at $4,840. A trip ro watch
the polar bears in Canada travels along the bears' rnigratory path for 6 or
7 days; about $3,700. 202-293-4800, www.worldwildlife.org/travel

Across the Divid6. The UK-based company specializes in planning chariry
fund-raising expeditions. For example, you can hike across Greenland, trek
rbtoush Peru, or climb Kilimaniaro whiie sponsorships help raise money
for causes like cancer research or fighting poverty in Akicz.44-0-1460
10456, www.acrossthedividc.com

Hills ofAl cr:TheNorth Carolina-based cornpany arrang€s tours through-
our Soutb Africa, working solely wirh lodges, safaris, and other insriturions
rh.t have rec€ived a stamp of approval from Fair Trade in Tourism Sourh
:{frica. A l2-night tour thar includes Cape Town, Mozambique, and a safari
begins ar about $5,000, and a family-orienrcd rip combiningJohannesburg,
Botswana, and a safari is about $4,J00 for adults and $3,500 for children.
t77-845-4802, www.hillso{af rica.corn

lolrepld Trav€l: V,rinn€r ofthe UKt 2006 Responsible Tourism Award, the
.{ustralia'based cornpany offers soft-advenrure tours worldwide, wirh a
6cus on "responsible travel." This involves using public transporration,
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stayingwith local families, patronizing small locally owned establishments.
and educaring locals on susrainable rourisrn pra4ices. 85d-847-8192, www'
intrepidtravel.com

Responsible Travel: This online porral has waged a canpaign against mass
rourisn, those large-scale packaged tours that rend to leave locals our of rhe
picturc. For *ample, in an alfin€lusive hoiiday, most of your money goes to
the tour operaror in your home counrry, the air carrier, insuranc€, and com-
missions, leaving very lirrle for the hotet and even less for rhe hotet stafl
Through this sir€, you can contact prcscreened-holiday companies thar {unc-
tion in a responsibl€ manner by working closely with local operarors and
ernployees-includes adventure tours, budget rravel, safads, and volunte€r
l8ations. 44 0 1273-600030, www.rcsponsibletravct.com

Fair-Ttade Touism
This is one area that has been overlooked far roo long in the responsible-
travel surge. And I think irt one of rhe mosr impo(anr. Fair rrade tourism
attempts to maximize rhe benefirs oftourism for rhe local desrinaiion. This
usually means hiring local employees, providing fair wages and benefirs ro
thos€ employe€s, providing training for career advancenent, using locally
produced resources such as food and textiles, and puriog th€ money earn€d
through local rourism back into the community. ft sounds simple enough;
however, fair-rrade tourisn can be difficuh ro execute. Lodge opcrators,
tour guides, ard ex!,cdition operators musr 6'd a way to engage in fair
trade, whil€ still turning enough profr to susrain rheir busineca.

For less-developed counrries, it can be difficult to p(omote tourism as a
viable resource wirhour exploitinS rheir local people, Jand, and culture.
According to Tourism Concern, a London based organizarion rhet is cam,
paigning for erhical and fairly traded tourism, several nations are under
scrutiny for the misrreatment of rheir rourism €mployees for rhe sake of
promoting the indusrry. The Sun, Sea, Sand, and Swcatshops campaign is
raising awareness ofrhe appalling working conditions in various highly vis-
ited destinations; in resort areas lik€ Cancin and the Maya Riviera, average
salaries rarely go above $4 a day, while apartmenr rcntal for a localworker
can cosr $150 a monrh. In th€ Maldives, Tourism Concern has launched a
Losr in Paradise campaign: The idyllic environmenr belies the facr rhat
nearly half of the popularion is ljving on just over $1 a day, while aneniries
like frcsh fruit and vegetabl€s go direcrly ro th€ rourisr desrinations (a r€cent
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study found that mor€ than 30 percent of Maldivian children under J are
suffering Irorn rnalnutrition).

And these injustices aren't only taking place in tropi€al resortr. While it
may b€ inspiring to hear those triumphant stories of people conquering the
Himalayas, wc forget about the porters who also have to scale the moun-
tains-whilc cafiying all the equiprnent. Those hardy climbers arent immune
to conditions lik€ frostbire and altitude sickness. In rhe Himalayas, the tradi-
tional Sherpa is usually from a high-altitude area, but many poft€rs are farm-
ers ftom lowland areas and are unaccustomed to mouot.in conditions-

InJune 2002, South Africa initiatcd Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa
(FTTSA), thc very firsr "trademark" in the fair-trade movement. Various South
African roorism €stablishm€nrs, including game parks, lodges, and adventwe
tours, have since b€en accredited witb the FTTSA siamp, meaning chat th€se
plac€s tulfill the criteria of fair wages and working condirions (e.s., hirins local
workers, using local resourc€s, maintaining safe working conditions and prac-

tices, protecting young workers, conserving the environment, afld cstablishing
teliable servicd to visitorc). For responsible travelen, this can mak€ it easier to
identify those businesses that practice fair-rrade tourirm.

And now rhat the FTTSA has taken a stand, hopelully the word is spread-
ing to mak€ it €ven easier for you to plan your own fairtrade tour. For
exanple, Hills of Africa is one of the first in the Unied Stat€s to associate
sol€ly with FTTsA-accrcdited institutions.

Klippe Rlvler Counky House in South Africa is an €xampl€ of how to
ex€cut€ fair trad€ in rourism. They not only hirc locals to work in the
guesthouse but also givc every employee an interesr-fr€e loan to purchase
a home-while working out individualized paynenl plans otr those loans.
Th€ way it works is that travelers pay rates that are based upon a 6rst-
world travcl experience, bur business operation costs are third v/orld.
Employ€es make what is considered a fair wag€ thcre, but it's nor at 6rst'
world standards-so the Suesthouse absorbs the differ€nce ofl thes€ loans.
www.klipp€rivi€r.com

For a complet€ list of FTTsA-approved bDsinesse, visit the organization's
Web site at www.fairtourismsa.org.za.

Fai.-Trade Shopping
lf it's not the right time to ptan a trip abroad, you can still support local com-
muniti€s by shopping in American stores that sell fair-trade products. What
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